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BRAND NEW, Jamaican Volunteers in the First World War: Race,
Masculinity and the Development of National Consciousness,
Richard Smith, Newly available in paperback, this
groundbreaking study examines the dynamics of race and
masculinity to provide fresh historical insight into the First World
War. It examines, in detail, the experiences of Jamaicans who
served in the British West Indies Regiment and other British
regiments. From the earliest days of the war there was
reluctance to accept Jamaican and other West Indian
volunteers. Black volunteers were deemed to lack the masculine
qualities of stoicism and self control necessary to modern
warfare. But more significanlty, prewar fears of white racial
degeneration merged with concerns that many white men could
not withstand the psychological effects of modern warfare. If
Imperial race and gender hierarchies were to be preserved,
black soldiers could not be seen to outperform white soliders on
the battlefield and so were generally deployed in labour
battalions. This study also provides a comprehensive discussion
of the war's impact on anti-colonial struggles in the West Indies.
Despite their exclusion from the front line, black Jamaican
volunteers appropriated codes of military heroism, sacrifice and
citizenship. After the...
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R eviews

The ebook is easy in read through preferable to understand. It is actually writter in straightforward words and never
hard to understand. I realized this publication from my dad and i encouraged this ebook to understand.
-- Dr . Fa usto Jenkins Sr .      

Extensive information! Its this sort of great read through. It is amongst the most incredible book i have go through. I
realized this publication from my i and dad suggested this book to understand.
-- Pr of . Devon B er nha r d PhD         
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