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Excerpt: .great admiration. Good! said he, the king always
wears, then, the magic ring which you have put on his finger?
Always, said the duchess, smiling; and as I think I hear his
Majesty s footstep, you will have, I believe, proof of it. The king,
indeed, had a key to Diane s secret door, as the Cardinal de
Lorraine had one to Catherine s. There were many secret doors
in the Louvre, all of which had at least one key, if not two.
Nonsense! said the duchess, regarding her elderly admirer with
an indefinable expression of fun, you are surely not going to be
jealous of the king now? I ought to be, grumbled the veteran.
Ah, take care! said the duchess, who could not help alluding to
the proverbial avarice of the Montmorencys. It would be
jealousy at two hundred per cent loss;...
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