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Written in 1940, Marc Bloch, Marc Bloch wrote Strange Defeat during the three months following the fall of
France, a?er he returned home from military service. In the midst of his anguish, he nevertheless "brought to
his study of the crisis all the critical faculty and all the penetrating analysis of a first-rate historian" (Christian
Science Monitor). Bloch takes a close look at the military failures he witnessed, examining why France was
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solidarity. "Much has been, and will be, written in explanation of the defeat of France in 1940, but it seems
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statement of evidence." - P. J. Philip, New York Times Book Review "The most wisdom-packed commentary on
the problem set [before] all intelligent and patriotic Frenchmen by the events of 1940." - D. W. Brogan,
Spectator.
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