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-- Measurement. Excerpt: . . . Chapter 1-History and Physical Description this storage area. Parts that are
determined to be in complete working order and that are still cosmetically acceptable are returned to inventory
and sent to other customers. The other parts are disposed of or held in the storage area until they are picked up
and removed by the NIST surplus property department. 1. Configuration of Remote FMS Units One goal of the
FMAS is to provide an identical FMS unit to each customer. This is desirable for two reasons. First, it is
imperative that data are collected in the same way at all sites so that the assigned measurement uncertainties
at each site are equivalent. Second, it is easier for NIST to stock replacement parts if all units use identical parts.
Unfortunately, some commercially available parts of the FMS ( particularly the computer parts ) have very
short product life cycles. For example, it is usually impossible to purchase the exact same model of printer that
was purchased one year ago. For this reason, NIST attempts to procure multiple items at one time, and
maintain an inventory of spare parts, although resources seldom permit stockpiling a large number of spares.
When the inventory is depleted, an attempt is made to procure a functionally equivalent part ( plug, pin, and
software compatible ) if the identical part is no longer available. The FMS units are shipped to the customer
already assembled. To avoid damage, they are shipped in wooden crates by the NIST shipping and receiving
department. The...
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