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Excerpt: . CHAPTER XVII The Woman s Plea Miss Brenton, said
Whittaker with the deepest gravity he could infuse in voice and
manner, you have been a most unfortunate, a most unhappy
woman. Allow me to assure you of my sincerest
commiseration, my deepest respect, my most profound
admiration. You have suffered, but innocently. If I may speak
the voice of society, if I may stand for the world, as your
companion has said, I can only express my reverence for you
and my homage to you in this way. He stepped nearer to her,
he seized her hand. He was an old-fashioned, humble-minded,
quixotic sort of a sailor, if you will, for before anybody realized
what he was about, he bent his head low over it and kissed it.
And the sailors behind him and the marines in rank broke into
a hearty cheer....
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