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separate one is a tiny finger-shaped structure, ready to absorb such chyle as shall meet its demand; each
stands beside its neighbor, helping to make the soft, velvety lining of the twenty feet of tubing; each does its
independent work, yet all are united in drawing nourishment from the chyle and in sending it on to the body
through the blood. Just here certain facts should be reviewed and condensed: 1. It is through the lining of the
small intestine that all substances must pass (whether proteid or carbohydrate, fat, water, or salt) which are to
enter the blood from the food we swallow. 2. The villi are, in point of fact, the lining itself drawn up into slender
tubes for the sake of increasing the surface against which the chyle must be pressed. 3. Food passes through the
villi much as lymph and plasma pass back and forth through the sides of the tubes that carry blood. This food
must therefore be very liquid, for the villi cannot absorb any solid substance. 4. The great object of peristaltic
action is to wash the chyle up against the villi, that they...
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