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intellect might have secured his conquest after the spell of her
beauty had ceased to enthrall him: the young and the lovely
were her victims only when their youth and loveliness were their
sole attractions. She was ever ready to supply her royal lover
with a new mistress, but never with a friend, a companion, or a
counsellor; and thus, as she had rightly foreseen, the Gallic
Sardanapalus soon became sated by the mere prettiness of his
youthful houris, and returned to his allegiance to herself,
wearied, and more her slave than ever. Such was the state of the
French court in which the Duchess of Orleans was called to
assume her station as a princess of the blood; and, mere girl as
she was, she at once appreciated alike the difficulties and the
advantages of her position. A king whose leading passions were
dissipation...
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